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Unitarians are tmw to their faith they stand in the ranks of the
enthusiasts of humanity. THIS is their rightful place by virtue
of their principles and their history, however poor and weak may
be their organizations, however inconsistent may be their conduct,
however timidly they may shrink from the logical consequences
of their own convictions, however feebly they may discharge their
duties. At least I may claim without boastfulness that they have
to some real extent proved themselves among the enthusiasts of
humanity by making their spiritual centres centres of beneficent
activities. They taught reading, writing, and arithmetic in their
Sunday Schools, when a knowledge of those simple arts was
denied to the masses of our people. They conduct missions in
which the wants of the suffering are heeded apart from any dis-
tinction of sect and party. They strive to unite themselves in
the discharge of public duties with all men who are sufficiently
liberal in spirit not to exclude heretics desirous of being useful in
(rod's world from their company. And who is the enthusiast of
humanity ? such an enthusiast as I am moved by all the power
and authority of my religion, first and foremost of all things, to
pray that I may become ? The enthusiast of humanity especially
rejoices in all the bravest, most loving, self-sacrificing deeds
recorded in the history of man; although performed by few they
mark for him sublime possibilities for all the children of God,
and are majestic prophecies of the world thaf is yet to be. His
heart beats as he hears of the captain standing by the sinking
ship until all are saved ; the soldier carrying a wounded comrade
from the battlefield amid a storm of bullets; the miner pene-
trating dark and dangerous shafts in which the air is charged
with poison and flames to rescue his comrade ; the surgeon tend-
ing the sick In the haunts of pestilence.

He reverences with a boundless reverence those who have had
trial of cruel mockings and scourgings; yea, moreover, of bonds
and imprisonment; who have been stoned, sawn asunder, tempted,
slain with the sword, for righteousness' sake.

He enthrones as his masters, lords, and kings, those who have
been the world's outcasts, because the world's redeemers; who
have opened the prison-house for the oppressed, and made the
blind see and the deaf hear.

He watches and aids to his utmost power the work of those
who would bring home the prodigal; drag the stained woman
from haunts of debauchery ; bring young children from the
gutter to the school; and replace by angel presences of pure and
holy feelings the demons of coarse passion which have entered
into human souls.

The enthusiast of humanity learns from all that has been done